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into the affections of his father's subjects.
But the time was coming when a yet higher
responsibility was to be thrown upon him.
King Edward's health began to give anxiety
to those of his immediate circle. To his
people he still seemed full of the old vitality,
and their affection grew as they realised his
value. By his diplomatic talents he became
the Peacemaker of Europe, and by his great
personality he kept disintegrating forces in
check at home. Yet the strain was telling
upon him, and he no longer had the reserve
strength to meet the strenuous life he led.
Being "every inch a king," he could not
shake off his responsibilities, even if he could
delegate some of his formal duties to his son.
Early in 1910 he went abroad, as he had
done of late years, to escape the treacherous
English spring. In Paris he was reported to
have caught a cold, but little was said about
it. Not till he got to Biarritz did the news
come out that he was laid up with severe
bronchitis. Those who were with him almost
feared that the King would breathe his last on
foreign soil, but the attack passed, and he re-
turned to England nominally in good health.
But his recuperative power was gone; there
were political difficulties which weighed heavily
upon him, and he could not get rid of the